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mander-in-chief, to arrest the break-up of the army, by address-
ing patriotic speeches to gatherings of the soldiers, in which he
declared the country and its future freedom were in danger,
and the time was come for action against the standing menace
of the armies of the two Kaisers of Berlin and Vienna. In July
Brussilov attempted an advance against the right of the in-
vaders, on both banks of the Dniester, along the borders of
Galicia. Some ground was gained at the outset, but as the
Austro-German line was reinforced its resistance stiifened and
the advance was brought to a standstill. Then came the inevit-
able collapse of an army in which soldiers were holding com-
mittee meetings to discuss the orders they received. On the
igth July before a counter-attack north of the Dniester the
Russian right simply went to pieces. There was little resistance,
whole battalions retreated without orders, men surrendered in
crowds, bodies of deserters from many units gathered in columns
of armed and disarmed men and tramped away declaring they
were done with the war, and officers who tried to stem the
confused flight were fired upon. From right to left the whole
line fell to pieces, and after their easy victory the Austrians
and Germans moved forward for thirty miles, collecting the
debris of the broken army. Meanwhile Kerensky and the
Petrograd government were dealing with an attempt of Lenin
and the extremists to seize power.

A second attempt was successful in the first days of November,
and Lenin and Trotsky were able at last to proclaim the Repub-
lic of the Soviets. Its actual territory was only part of the old
Russia. The Soviets controlled most of north and centre, but
the empire was for the time being broken up into several more
or less independent states. The Germans had occupied Riga
and controlled the Baltic provinces: Finland was preparing to
declare its independence; in the south-west the new Republic
of the Ukraine, with its capital at Kieff, had come into exist-
ence; farther east a Tsarist General, Kaledin, was rallying the
Cossacks. In Central Asia, Moslems, Bolsheviks, and Moder-
ates were contending for local governments, and in eastern
Siberia, a Tsarist or 'White' movement against the Reds was